2t4	PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA
The people receive their eggs only a short time
before the period for hatching. Eggs are treated by
the producers with special care. From hatching up
to the collection of cocoons, the whole process of work
is comprised in the term " raising.silkworms." This
process is carried out in the village under a special
organization. At the beginning of the reform, directors
were sent from the teaching centre to teach the villagers
how to make use of scientific knowledge, especially in
the prevention of disease of the worm and in the
regulation of temperature, and humidity. To facili-
tate management and supervision, the young worms
of different owners are concentrated in a common
house, on the principle of co-operation. Expense and
labour are shared by the owners in proportion to the
amount of worms put in the common house. At
present there are eight common houses in the village,
containing practically all the young worms raised in
the village. A special building with eight big rooms
was built for this purpose. The money for the building
was collected by adding 20 cents to each sheet of
eggs during the years 1923 to 1925. (Col. B. III.
b.i. a.)
The collective process of raising silkworms can be
effective only when the worms are young and small.
Within six weeks they grow from a tiny size to two and
a half inches at the time of maturity. After the third
exuviae the present common houses are not large enough
to accommodate the worms. The collective system
has then to be discontinued unless big buildings are
available. The construction of such buildings is
economically not worth while,because the period during
which a large space is required is short, and it is much
more convenient to use private houses* For the last

